
Chilling out

Spring semester at 
Napa Valley College
Spring semester started Jan. 23 at Napa Valley 

College. Students returning after the winter break 
will find many campus improvements in place 
from an expanded Writing Center and Math Lab 
to college parking lot improvements. Many of the 
Measure N bond facilities improvements are visible, 
including the completed new Chiller Plant and the 
new Science Building, which is nearing completion.

Spring classes in the new Mac Lab (MacIntosh 
computer lab) include Art 260, Digital Art and 
Graphic Design 1 using Adobe Illustrator; Art 261, 
Digital Art & Graphic Design 2 using the indus-
try standard publishing program InDesign; Art 
265, Imaging Editing for Artists 1; and Art 298, 
Imaging Editing for Artist 2, using a fusion of Il-
lustrator and Image Ready; and Photography 151, 
Photoshop 2, the second level of Photoshop. For 
the first time Film Production (Drama 140-55384) 
will be offered on the main campus. It is offered 
on Wednesday 3–5:50 p.m.  The students will be 
learning the art of making films on the new Mac 
computers. 

Many other classes are available, from Creative 
Writing to  Speech. Classes in the Hospitality Man-
agement Program are still open for registration.

It’s not too late to register! Late registration 

The fall 2007 Associate Degree 
in Nursing program pinning cer-
emony was held Dec. 17. Student 
speakers were Abigale Ayuyao, 
Heather Plack-Plyler and Frank 
Spruce. Master of Ceremonies 
was Associate Dean of Nursing 
Margaret Craig. Dr. Amy LaPan, 

dean of Health Occupations; 
Sue Nelson, vice president of 
Instruction; and nursing instruc-
tor Susan Engle also spoke. De 
Sturdevant and Sonja Gambrel of 
the Nursing Skills Lab directed 
the lighting of the candles and 
the nurse pledge. Margaret Craig 

and faculty members presented 
the pins.

Graduates
Graduates are Oliver Aandahl, 

Carmen Arroyo, Abigale Lumas 

NVC nursing graduates help fill nursing shortage

SHORTAGE
 Continued on PAGE 4

When Carmen Martinez Calderon first came to the Napa 
Valley, she was eight years old and couldn’t speak a word of 
English.

“I didn’t even know what ‘Hi’ meant,” recalls Martinez, 
now 28, who made learning the language her 
first priority and became fluent in a matter of 
months.

It was the beginning of many triumphs 
for this determined young Ph.D. candidate, 
who graduated from Napa High with honors 
at 16 and earned her cosmetology license at 
17 so that she could afford to continue her 
education.

While working full-time at a Napa hair 

Carmen Martinez Calderon:
from NVC to a Ph.D.

Carmen Martinez 
Calderon

CARMEN Continued on BACK PAGE

SPRING Continued on PAGE 2

A state-of-the-art Chiller Plant has been completed on campus thanks to Measure N funds. It will provide a significant cost savings 
to the campus. Ice is made at night to chill water which will then be circulated through campus buildings during the day with energy 
generated by NVC’s solar project. Many of the first Measure N projects were campus infrastructure projects, necessary before major new 
construction could start. The current campus opened in 1965.

Congratulations to mid-year

graduates
More graduations 
See pages 4, 5 & 7

Napa Valley College 
offers preparation for 

Health Occupations 
careers including  
EMT, Respiratory 

Therapy, Psychiatric 
Technician and 

Nursing. Family and 
friends congratulated 

graduates at the 
most recent Associate 

Degree in Nursing 
program pinning 

ceremony in December. 
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Congratulations to

Napa Valley College graduated 51 new 
police recruits from the 67th and 69th 
Basic Academy classes on Dec. 8, 2007. The 
graduates headed for work at police de-
partments and sheriff ’s offices that include 
the Napa County Sheriff ’s Department, 
Napa Police Department, Vacaville Police 
Department, Fairfield Police Department, 
Woodland Police Department, Stockton Po-
lice Department, Richmond Police Depart-
ment, San Pablo Police Department, Mill 
Valley Police Department, Pittsburg Police 
Department, Walnut Creek Police Depart-
ment, and the California Department of 
Fish and Game.  These graduates will help 
fill some of the over 8,000 vacant police and 
sheriffs jobs in California.

The police academy includes over 880 
hours of intensive training covering 42 
different areas of knowledge. The recruits 
have passed more than 86 tests and have 
met some of the highest graduation stan-
dards in the State of California. Napa Valley 
College is home to one of only 39 police 

academies certified by the California Com-
mission on Peace Officer Standards and 
Training. 

The graduation ceremonies started with 
a formal inspection of the academy classes 
by Chief Ed Dadisho of the Suisun Police 
Department.

The next entrance exam for the Police 

Academy is February 2, 2008. A full-time 
class starts in January and April. A part-
time class starts in March 2008 for the 
convenience of those who are employed 
and want to earn the certificate in the 
evening.

For more information, see 
www.nvccjtc.org or call 707-253-3250.

Many Police Academy graduates already at work

The graduates
Class 67 – Aauio Bezayiff, Stephen Blomstedt, Cody Carta, Kyle Dearmon, Ken-

neth Doughty, Lester Flynn, Charles Hankins, Carlos Lare-Masters, Thomas Letterman, 
Reynold Malan, Christopher Mraz, Brandon Neison, Nathaniel Rico, Scott Roozen, Omar 
Salem, Doug Shoaf and Jesse Velez.

Class 69 – Brooke Bash, Justin Berkenstock, Ryan Brace, Carly Broaddus, Thomas 
Brown, Cliff Calderan, Joseph Coffin, Ryan Daley, Cory Decker, Brian Donahue, Jason 
Drobish, Kyle Eddleman, Saukwan Fung, Noah Hayes, David Herrera, Patrick High, 
Adam Kraft, Nicholas Law, Nicholas Leland, Stephen Lindsey, Michael Molina, Benjamin 
Murdoch, Brad Philpot, Jonathan Platzner, Tyler Quinn, Jonathan Rico, Carey Richardson, 
Justin Rist, Chad Rowlett, Ravinder Singh, Jon Stone, Damion Underwood, Mark Werdon 
and Andrew Yetter.

Photos by Betty Malmgren
Dean Greg Miraglia, director of the Napa Valley College Criminal Justice Training Center at left, welcomes those attending the December graduation ceremony. 

Ayuyao, Michelle Bartlett, Casey Bridge, Antoi-
nette Cortez, Andrea Davault, Andrea Del Rosa-
rio, Erlinda Eason, Lillian Fulmore, Sabrina Gage, 
Christine Hasbani, Crystal Ingersoll, Anna Isip, 

Mary Jimenez, Radonna Kilough, Nidhi Kumar, 
Kevin Lopez, Lisa Nicole Lyons, Mariano Ben-
rowne, Leilani Marquez, Sarah McCalden, Divina 
Misajon, Alice Mulugeta, Menna Newmeyer, 
Melayda Nunez, Annie Octaviano, Joyce Panlaqui, 
LaShawn Passmore, Jasmine Pineda, Heather 

Plack-Plyler, Katie Rider, Evelyn Galicia Squier, Ja-
mie Marie Solorzano, Frank Spruce, Lynar Tabilas, 
Francis Villanueva and Alberto Zazueta.

For more information on Health Occupations 
programs at Napa Valley College, see 
www.napavalley.edu.

SHORTAGE from Page 1

Lester Flynn, a 
graduate from Class 

67, was sponsored by 
the Calistoga Police 
Department. He is a 

graduate of the reserve 
academy program and 
has been working as a 

dispatcher for Calistoga 
Police Department.

to Serve Protectand
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mid-year graduates

Napa Valley Cooking School graduation held in St. Helena

The Napa Valley College Psychiat-
ric Technician graduation ceremony 
held Dec. 19 was dedicated to the 
memory of classmate Ray Lizardo, 
who died in September as a result of 
sudden-onset leukemia. His parents 
were honored at the ceremony and 
presented with a posthumous cer-
tificate. College Health Occupations 
staff member De Sturdevant, RN, 
called for a moment of silence in his 
memory.

Sue Nelson, vice president of 
Instruction, welcomed the graduates. 
Class valedictorian and speaker was 
Lindie Graves. Instructor Mike Derby, 
BSN,  announced the graduates 
who were presented pins by clinical 
instructors. Program coordinator 
Cliff Zyskowski, LPT, and instructor 

Robert Millay, BSN, made remarks. 
Instructor Johnnie Hardeman, LPT, 
presented the Psychiatric Technician’s 
oath.

For more information on the 
Psychiatric Technician Program, see 
www.napavalley.edu. 

Chef Dieter Doppelfeld, CMC, was guest speak-
er at the Napa Valley College Napa Valley Cooking 
School graduation held Oct. 26. Gina de Leon was 
class valedictorian.

Bonnie Thoreen, dean, Napa Valley College Up-

per Valley Campus, welcomed those attending.  Dr. 
Chris McCarthy, president, Napa Valley College; 
NV Cooking School Executive Chef Barbara Alex-
ander; and Chef Instructor Krista Garcia congratu-
lated the graduates. 

The current class hosted the reception for the 
graduates and provided the food.

For more information on Napa Valley Cooking 
School, call 707-967-2930.

The graduates
The graduates are listed with 

their externship sites: David 
Biber, Della Fattoria, Petaluma; 
Kellan Sanderlin, Auberge Du So-
leil, Rutherford;  Jordan Ceresnie, 
Sona Restaurant, Los Angeles; 
Colby Vogt, Bouchon, Yountville; 
Gina de Leon, Domaine Chan-
don, Yountville; Melissa Weyant, 
Rosanna’s European Delights, 
Fairfield; Ryan Haggard, Domaine 
Chandon, Yountville; James Junge, 
Napa Valley Cooking School, St. 
Helena; Ashley Mattern, Stars 
Recreation Center, Vacaville; 
Chad Palagi, Celadon, Napa; 
Denise Prentice, Elaine Bell Ca-
tering, Napa; Wendy Rupprecht, 
Beringer Vineyards, St. Helena.

Photo by Richard Bruns
Dr. Chris McCarthy, Napa Valley College president, delivers remarks to the Napa Valley Cooking School Fall 2007 graduating class at the Upper Valley Campus in St. Helena.

The graduates
Graduates are Charisse Angeles, 

Shanel Bohulano, Louvette Boncato, 
Akilah Burton, Philip Cadenas, 
Belinda Callejo, Dominique Cole-
man, Elianathes Delacruz, Napo-
leon DeVeyra, Darleen Dularte, Jan 
Escobar, William Ford, Mary Claire 
Fune, Lindie Graves, Lotlot (Loretes) 
Herbia, Tina Jovez, Amritpal Kaur, 
Eufemia Mamayson, Jinky Miguel, 
Krisman Naval, Mesha Olson, Eden 
Pineda, Christian Samaniego, Kaye 
Santos, Roberta Uson and Russel 
Ygnalaga.

Psychiatric Technician graduation held

Photo by Betty Malmgren
The December Psychiatric Technician ceremony was held in the college Theater. It was standing room only as family, 
friends and representatives of clinical sites (where the students trained) gathered to congratulate the graduates.








