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Napa Valley College – Building for the Future!4

Napa Valley College Campus 

Planning & Construction 

Director Dan TerAvest, left, 

and Project Coordinator Pat 

Marrinan observe the delicate 

placement of one of the eight 

chiller units being installed in 

the new building.

A new state-of-the-art Central Chiller Plant is 

scheduled to be completed in October 2007. A local 

fi rm, Bell Products, Inc., is working on the $7.2 

million cooling plant. Th is green project includes 

a two-story building to house cooling towers and 

pumps. Th e facility will be used to create one 

million pounds of ice at night, while electricity 

rates are lowest, and then distribute chilled water 

to campus buildings for cooling during daytime 

hours. Daytime pumping will be solar powered 

thanks to the college’s new photovoltaic fi eld. Left, 

workers move one of the eight 10-ton chiller plant 

units into place as it fl oats on compressed-air jacks. 

Above, a welder seals seams on piping destined for 

the new chiller plant.

Richard Bruns Photos

“Napa Valley College has 

great teachers. Th ey are 

helpful and always there 

for you. I have attended 

the college since I was 

in eighth grade and am 

graduating from Napa 

Valley College a week 

before I will graduate 

from Vintage High School. My goal is to go 

into nursing. I plan to transfer to PUC.”

–Caitlyn James

“I was home-schooled 

and graduated at 15. I 

am 27 now and happy 

to be getting my degree 

and transferring. I am a 

business major and will 

transfer to UC Berkeley. 

My goal is to get an MBA. 

I like the support at Napa 

Valley College; everyone here was so 

helpful.”

–Angela Chamberlin

“I was a re-entry student 

and now am on my way 

to be a substance abuse 

counselor. I’m getting my 

Human Services certifi cate 

and will come back to get 

my A.S. in Human Services. 

I like the diversity at Napa 

Valley College. Th ere is 

strength in diversity.  I feel like I have a 

bright future now.”

–Dan Gagne

“I attended New Technology 

High School and Vintage 

High School. I am getting 

my degree from Napa Valley 

College in Digital Design 

Graphics Technology. We 

had access to powerful, state-

of-the-art technology and 

very qualifi ed instructors. I 

will transfer to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and 

want to be an architectural engineer.”  

–Peter Guirguis

Student success: 2007 NVC graduates share their stories

Green
project

Napa Valley College has launched 

a credit Hospitality and Tourism 

Management Program and is of-

fering classes on hospitality man-

agement, hotel administration and 

marketing in the hospitality industry 

this fall. 

The introduction of this new pro-

gram comes at a time when the local 

hospitality industry is struggling to 

find qualified employees and indus-

try leaders are seeking to improve 

customer experiences, said instructor 

Ian MacNeil. The three courses of-

fered are Introduction to Hospitality 

Management (BUSI 298A) held on 

Tuesdays from 6 to 8:50 p.m., Prin-

ciples of Hotel Administration (BUSI 

298B) held on Thursdays at 6 to 8:50 

p.m., and Marketing for Hospital-

ity and Tourism (BUSI 251) held on 

Tuesdays at 1:30 to 4:20 p.m. Each of 

these courses will improve student 

awareness of customer service and 

provide a firm foundation for career 

growth in hospitality management.

Instructor Ian MacNeil, who has 

nearly 20 years of wine-hospitality 

business experience, will teach all 

three classes with a focus on manage-

ment and leadership. Key community 

professionals from wineries, hotels, 

restaurants and spas will be guest 

speakers and cover such topics as hu-

man resources, winemaking, hospi-

tality law and management communi-

cation.  The classes are very useful for 

those who are thinking about going 

into the hospitality field as well as for 

individuals already working in the 

industry, MacNeil says.

For more information on the 

program visit the program’s website 

at www.napavalley.edu/hospitality 

or contact Ian MacNeil at 707-259-

6047.

The Hospitality and Tourism Man-

agement Program is made possible 

through an Economic Workforce 

Development Grant from the Chan-

cellor’s Office and partnerships with 

local businesses.

New Hospitality Classes at Napa Valley College

2007 FINAL CMYK NVC Bond Tabloid 08 06 07.indd   42007 FINAL CMYK NVC Bond Tabloid 08 06 07.indd   4 3/7/2008   7:18:28 AM3/7/2008   7:18:28 AM



Napa Valley College – A Place So Near ... Can Take You So Far! 5

Th e Napa Valley College 

pond and its feeder stream, 

historic Tulucay Creek, 

have been restored. Part 

of the process involved 

dredging the pond, making 

it deeper as well as cleaner. 

Th e top right photos shows 

ducks swimming through 

pervasive parrot feather, 

which chokes off  other 

plant life. Bottom right, a 

Great Egret sits amongst 

reeds with several Mallard 

Ducks with the restored 

pond behind them.

Far left, NVC president Dr. 

Chris McCarthy addresses 

a gathering during a 

ceremony celebrating 

the completion of the 

restoration project. 

Photos by Richard Bruns

For more information on current and future bond projects 
see www.napavalley.edu/bond.

Renewing NVC’s natural surroundings
As a state-of-the-art science build-

ing takes shape at the south end of the 

Napa Valley College campus, birds are 

returning to a nearby waterway whose 

winding banks are lined with native 

plants.

Historic Tulucay Creek, released 

from the underground pipe that car-

ried it for decades, now fl ows gently 

past the college ballfi elds it will help to 

drain in wet weather.

Belted Kingfi shers, egrets and 

Black-crowned Night Herons are again 

catching their meals in the college 

pond, which had shriveled to a shal-

low, weed-choked pool before it was 

dredged and restored.

Th e creek and pond – revived with 

voter-approved Measure N bond 

funds as part of the fi rst major cam-

pus-wide overhaul since the campus 

was opened in 1965 – provide more 

than habitat for wildlife and a pleasing 

view for humans.

When heavy winter rains batter 

Napa, the restored creek will help 

carry storm water away from cam-

pus buildings and playing fi elds long 

plagued by fl ooding; the pond will 

store the overfl ow. 

Before voters passed Measure 

N, which allots bond funds to spe-

cifi c campus-renovation projects, the 

pond “was becoming a meadow,” said 

assistant campus planner Carollee 

Cattolica.

“It was about 18 inches deep, 

completely choked with parrot 

feather, an invasive weed,” Cattolica 

said. “It was heavily silted and full of 

decaying plant matter. You couldn’t 

see water.” 

Now dredged to a depth that dis-

courages weeds, the pond can again 

serve as a detention basin for storm 

water as well as a haven for native 

plants and animals.

Historic Tulucay Creek was a trick-

le in an underground pipe after some 

forty years, until the summer of 2006, 

when work began to transform it into 

a gently curving, rock-lined waterway 

landscaped with trees and wildfl owers 

native to California. A dedication was 

held April 18 as part of events lead-

ing up to the Earth Day celebration on 

campus.

“We’ve restored it as habitat, as a 

waterway and as useful drainage,” Cat-

tolica said.

Eco–Renovation!

Restored pond, creek habitats enhance campus renovation 

Extended campus news
Upper Valley Campus

Th anks to support from Bond Measure N, the Upper Valley Campus 

library has been expanded to house a 5,000-volume cookbook collection 

donated by Belle Rhodes. Th e kitchen for the Napa Valley Cooking School has 

been expanded. Improvements were made in the food storage area and a pizza 

oven was added.

Th e Upper Valley Campus, as with the Napa campus, also benefi ted from 

new signage.

American Canyon
In an eff ort to serve the growing American Canyon community, Napa 

Valley College has partnered with the Napa Valley Unifi ed School District 

to construct classroom space for an Early College High School within the 

new high school planned for American Canyon. Th e space will also serve 

as an outreach center in American Canyon for Napa Valley College. Th e 

college currently off ers classes at several diff erent locations in American 

Canyon.
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Napa Valley College – Building for the Future!6

NVC student leaders from MESA and ASB, 
from left, Francis Villegas, James Carter, Will 
Roque, Chris Barberi, Sara Morgado and Eric 
Anderson were interviewed by a television crew 

from Korea. Th e Korean crew fi lmed in the solar 

fi eld and also interviewed Dan TerAvest, director 

of Campus Planning and Construction, and Betty 
Malmgren, director of Community Relations. Th e 
visit was requested by and coordinated by the U.S. 
State Department.

NVC on Korean television
Napa Valley College 

is solar powered. When 

constructed in 2006, the 

college’s 6.5-acre solar 

fi eld was the fi fth largest 

in the United States. It is 

providing a signifi cant cost 

savings for the college and 

giving students lessons on alternative energy 

right in their own backyard. Th e solar fi eld 

has received international attention with a 

television camera crew from Korea fi lming 

and doing interviews this spring for Korean 

national TV. It has also received national 

and state recognition as the college has been 

congratulated for environmental leadership. 

It is seen as a model project and has been 

pictured in educational publications.

Napa Valley College’s Viti-

culture and Winery Technology 

Program continues to grow. 

Parts of the vineyard have been 

replanted. A new Wine Stor-

age Building is scheduled to be 

completed in December 2007. 

Th is new building will serve 

as secure, bonded wine storage. Napa Valley College will be 

the fi rst community college in California to have a bonded 

winery, the second in the country. When the bonding pro-

cess is complete, wine can be sold in support of the Viti-

culture and Winery Technology program. An independent 

foundation was established to meet bonding requirements. 

Napa Valley College to be fi rst bonded 
community college winery in California

Winery & Viticulture Technology 

Program trains students for local 

industry and beyond

Solar Powered!

Numerous improvements have been made 

to sports facilities at Napa Valley College 

to enhance physical education classes 

and provide additional opportunities for 

students. Th e bond-funded renovation of 

the Gymnasium has been completed, as 

has the construction of new tennis courts, 

complete with lights for night classes 

and community use. New baseball and 

softball dugouts, replacement batting 

cages and improved paths of travel in the 

ballfi eld area are under construction, with 

completion scheduled for October 2007.

A new Field House, which will be used 

for physical education classes, Adaptive 

P.E. and Police Academy physical 

training, is planned. It will include 

a weight room.  Th e new two-story 

building will be constructed on the site 

of the old tennis courts, north of the 

Gymnasium.

See the current class schedule online at 

www.napavalley.edu for a complete list of 

fall physical education classes.

Eight new tennis courts in full swing
Night-accessible courts prove to be a popular option for NVC students, community players

Photo by Richard Bruns

A place so near…
can take you so far!

“‘A place so near…

can take you so far.’ 

When I see that 

phrase on the college 

sign, I know that it 

is true. Napa Valley 

College helped me 

so much.  I especially 

appreciated the Student Support 

Services (SSS) program and get-

ting scholarships. I just graduated 

from Chico State. Now I have been 

accepted to graduate school in 

speech pathology.”

Marycarmen Rosales Torres
Napa Valley College graduate

2007 graduate of Chico State University

Honored as Chico State University 2007 

Latino Graduation Celebration speaker

Campus roads are be-

ing improved and parking 

is being added this fall. 

Efforts are being made to 

minimize disruptions as 

fall semester starts. O.C. 

Jones, Inc., continues work 

on the $4.4 million first 

phase of north campus 

development. This proj-

ect has started the long 

process of building out 

the north end of the main 

campus. The first project 

includes roadway improve-

ments and building pad 

preparation for the new 

Instructional Center for 

the Performing Arts – see 

related story. Additionally, 

utilities will be extended 

north for that building, the 

Field House, and future 

Technology Classroom 

Building. 

Also included in this 

project is conversion of the 

exit road to two-way traffic, 

elimination of the hook en-

trance ramp and construc-

tion of a roundabout. James 

Diemer Drive and the exit 

road are also being moved 

to the east to increase park-

ing. The additional parking 

will compensate for those 

spaces temporarily lost due 

to various construction 

projects and to accommo-

date growth. 

Traffi c improvements being made Napa Valley College
Small Business Development Center

1556 First Street, Ste. 103

Napa, CA 94559

(707) 253-3210

Email: nvcsbdc@napasbdc.org

Upper Valley Campus 
NVC Community Education Offi  ce,

Trips & Tours, Emeritus College,

Napa Valley Cooking School

1088 College Avenue

St. Helena, CA 94574

707-967-2900
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Outdated laboratories for science 

classes will be a thing of the past when 

Napa Valley College completes its new 

Life Sciences Building next spring. 

Construction is in progress, thanks 

to community support in the form of 

Measure N, passed in 2002. 

“Th ese will be state-of-the-art labs,” 

said assistant campus planner Carollee 

Cattolica. “We’re expanding primarily 

to support the nursing program and 

health occupations: anatomy, physiol-

ogy, biology, microbiology – all the life 

sciences that are prerequisites for the 

nursing program.”

Booming job growth in the health 

occupations fi eld has spurred record 

demand for NVC’s highly-regarded 

programs, which earned a fi ve-year 

state grant aimed at doubling the num-

ber of nurses trained at the college. 

Facilities for these students have been 

limited; both life science and physical 

science classes have shared the same 

building since the 1960s, when the 

campus opened at its present location.

“Our existing buildings predated the 

computer,” said Cattolica. “Any infra-

structure was added later. It’s not quite 

modern.”

By contrast, the new building will be 

fully wired for all manner of modern 

data and power, and the new laborato-

ries will off er students some cutting-

edge technology.

“Instead of dissecting the frog, you’ll 

have a three-dimensional, projected 

frog,” Cattolica said.

Th e building will also take advan-

tage of Napa’s abundant sunshine, with 

a curved roof and a light well bringing 

natural daylight inside. Once the new 

structure is ready for students in the 

spring of 2008, the existing science 

building will be renovated, also with 

Measure N funding.

Students will have to do a bit more 

sharing for a time, as physical science 

classes move in with life sciences while 

the old building is gutted and retrofi t-

ted for 21st-century technology.

Once all the work is completed, 

the new building will adjoin a land-

scaped space called “the Green,” 

where the college community can 

gather informally or for classes, per-

formances, and perhaps graduation 

ceremonies.

Vital to expansion of health occupations training

Architect’s rendering of the new science building now under construction and targeted for 

completion by the spring 2008 semester.

Forty-two years old, the Napa Valley 
College Library has aged as gracefully as 
possible.

Still, despite the cheerful paint 
job and artwork in the lobby, there’s 
a distinct air of obsolescence to the 
room’s well-worn wooden furniture and 
old-fashioned carrels. Th e small library 
has space for just a dozen computer 
workstations, their wiring hampered by 
concrete walls and fl oors built in pre-
digital times.

Library director and UVC Dean 
Bonnie Th oreen is pleased better things 
are in store: a brand-new library, more 
than twice the size of the current facil-
ity, is expected to be open to the public 
by 2010 (architect’s rendering at right). 
Th e building will be called the Library & 
Learning Resource Center (LLRC).

“Th e new one is going to be fabu-
lous,” said Th oreen, with more than 
45,000 square feet of assignable space. 
A two-story main reading room, with 
plenty of skylights and windows for 

natural light, will have long tables lined 
with workstations; the north-facing 
lobby will include a café with patio 
seating.

Conference rooms will give students 
and teachers a quiet place to collabo-
rate; the Napa Valley community will 
have access to a public meeting room 
for readings and other events.

Aspiring librarians can hone their 
information-competency skills in a spe-
cially equipped “bibliographic instruc-
tion classroom,” cantilevered above the 
main reading area, Th oreen said. Other 
facilities upstairs will include a distance 
education classroom with two-way 
audio and video and a teleconferencing 
room.

A variety of seating options will allow 
library patrons to lounge in comfortable 
chairs or sit at ergonomically correct 
workstations. West-facing windows will 
off er views.

Th e new library will also house the 
college’s special collection on local 

history, endowed with $25,000 from a 
donor in the community.

Th anks to Proposition 1D, the 
Kindergarten-University Public Educa-
tion Facilities Bond Act of 2006, NVC 
will receive approximately $16 million 
to support construction of this new 
library; the balance will be funded from 
local Measure N. Total construction 
costs are estimated at $32 million for 
the two-story facility.

Planned just south of the current 

library, it is designed by TLCD Archi-
tecture of Santa Rosa, creators of the 
acclaimed Frank P. Doyle Library at 
Santa Rosa Junior College and buildings 
at other higher education facilities in 
Northern California.

 “It should be a bit of a landmark,” 
Th oreen said, balancing the new In-
structional Center for the Performing 
Arts at the north end of the campus. 

Th e old library will be renovated for  
use as administrative offi  ces.

Library & Learning Resource Center
A 21st-century learning center will benefit the community

At the spring Scholarship Cere-

mony, Charles Meng of the college 

Board of Trustees congratulates 

Eric Anderson on his appointment 

to West Point. Meng, who also 

graduated from West Point, talked 

about the honor and responsibil-

ity of the appointment. Eric was 

home-schooled and earned degrees 

in Humanities and Fine Arts and 

Natural Science and Mathematics, 

as well as a degree and certifi cate in 

Machine Tool Technology, during 

Napa Valley College’s 2007 Com-

mencement Ceremony.

From Napa Valley 
College to West Point

New science building to open in 2008; existing building to be renovated
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